GEORGE P. DELAPLAINE’S STATEMENT.

IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE EDITOR.!

I left Cincinnati in December, 1835, then a lad, in the
company of Capt. Garret Vliet, a well known surveyor,
who was coming to Wisconsin on service for the govern-
ment. We went to Milwaukee overland via Terre Haute
and Chicago. There were only two taverns in Chicago, at
the time, and everything was in a decidedly crude condition.
I remember one incident, trivial in itself, but illustrative

of our experience during our brief stay. The guest who had
- preceded me in the occupancy of my room in the hotel, had
caught a muskrat in the adjoining marsh and taken it with
him to his quarters, as a pet. He went off and forgot the
animal, which fed upon one of my boots during the night,
for want of better provender.

After spending the winter with Captain Vliet, chiefly in
surveying around the Oconomowoc lakes, I returned to Mil-
waukee in the spring of 1836, and entered the employ of
Solomon Juneau, as a clerk. Juneau’s store, at this time,
was on the northeast corner of East Water and Wisconsin
streets. Soon after my engaging with him, perhaps in June,
1836, he sold out that plant to a Mr. Prentiss and moved to
the west side, on West Water, near Spring street, the new
establishment being known as Juneau’s “ yellow store-
house.” I was then placed in charge of the store, in which
Islept, although I had my meals with the Juneau family,
their dwelling being a nice, large two story house.

!November 2, 1887. This statement is the result of queries chiefly re-
garding General Delaplaine’s recollections of Solomon Juneau and An-
drew J. Vieau. The language and arrangement are those of the editor,
but the statemeunt as here given has been read to the narrator and his
sanction to its publication given.— EbD.



